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Current Fields of Research  
Research activities in the Dept. of Rheumatology of the VU Medical Center and Jan 
van Breemen Research Institute / Reade in Amsterdam cover clinical research, 
translational research and basic science-directed research, with a special focus on 
disease targets: rheumatoid arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, systemic lupus 
erythematosus, and systemic sclerosis:  
  

- Preclinical state of rheumatoid arthritis 
- Early Arthritis (RA, SpA) 
- Clinical trials (BeST, COBRA, PREVAS studies) 
- Antibodies to biologicals and the clinical consequences 
- (Immuno)genetics 
- Comorbidity (cardiovascular, osteoporosis) 
- Imaging (PET, MRI) 
- Clinical epidemiology 
- Response-prediction biomarkers 
- Disease profiling  
- Experimental therapeutics  
- Drug resistance  
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